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What People Are Saying About MCC

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
January 6, 2010

“Under MCC compacts, we provide funding and technical 
support; the country provides the plan and leads the way 
toward achieving it. Early indications of the program are 
promising…  This approach points to the difference between 
aid and investment. Through aid, we supply what is needed 
to the people who need it... through investment, we seek to 
break the cycle of dependence that aid can create by helping 
countries build their own institutions and their own capacity 
to deliver essential services. Aid chases need; investment 
chases opportunity. This is not to say that the United States 
is abandoning aid. It is still a vital tool, especially as an 
emergency response. But through strategic investments in 
programs like the Millennium Challenge Corporation, we hope 
to one day put ourselves out of the aid business, because 
countries will no longer need this kind of help.” 

Dean of the Columbia University Graduate School 
of Business Glenn Hubbard  
Bloomberg Radio’s: “Bloomberg on the Economy” 
January 21, 2010

“…certainly the Bush Administration had changed our 
assistance through the Millennium Challenge account, which 
was designed to promote institutional reforms… I can think 
of no better route for President Obama, who would like to do 
more to encourage growth in Africa—he has said as much—
but, of course, can’t spend a lot of money to do it.  We can 
take money that we’re already spending and repurpose it to 
focus on local business and the institutions that support local 
business.  That’s doable today…”

Maura Keefe, Chief of Staff to U.S. Senator Jeanne 
Shaheen  
The Huffington Post: Meeting the Women of Ghana, 
January 20, 2010 

“We also visited a school that is being funded by the 
Millennium Challenge Corporation and USAID in Nyanyano. 
From education to agriculture, women’s economic 
participation is critical to long-term poverty reduction. I’m 
convinced that if all Americans witnessed what I saw today, 
they’d be moved to even greater action to make sure that 
the U.S. continues to invest in the women I met here at the 
Technoserve Rice Farmers Cooperative and through the 
Millennium Challenge Corporation.”

Dana Perino, former White House Press Secretary 
Politico blog, updating ONE’s women-to-women trip to 
Africa, January 21, 2010

“Our final stop was the pineapple farm, a MCC project. They’ve 
done a great job and the fields and facilities are beautiful… 
Americans can be really proud of the MCC staff on the 
ground.”
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Chairman John Kerry and Ranking Member 
Richard Lugar 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, in a letter to 
MCC CEO Daniel Yohannes, January 25, 2010

“We are strong supporters of the MCC model and its 
mandate to fight global poverty through economic growth.  
We believe the core principles upon which MCC was 
founded—competitive selection of countries based on policy 
performance across independent and transparent indicators, 
country ownership of compact design and development, and 
country-led implementation of compacts—have allowed MCC 
to become a development leader.  We believe that MCC is 
a good example of a U.S. development program that works 
effectively, channels innovation and achieves results.”

Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman John 
Kerry (D-MA) 
January 22, 2010

“In the past six months, Moldova’s new government has 
confronted very serious economic and political challenges 
with boldness and intelligence.  The signing of the Millennium 
Challenge Compact demonstrates the United States’ 
commitment to Moldova and the willingness of Moldovans 
to accept responsibility for their own future.  This compact 
will develop Moldova’s agricultural sector and improve its 
irrigation and transportation infrastructure. Moldova has great 
potential and this assistance will help Moldovans assume their 
rightful place in the global economy.”

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
January 22, 2010

“Through the MCC, the United States has provided over 
$7 billion to national governments committed to good 
governance, economic trade and investments, and the 
health and well-being of their people. The country-led MCC 
framework empowers nations to chart their own paths to 
progress.”


