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Panel of exPerTs

Question 1:
Why is now the time 
to invest our time, 
energy, and abilities 
into the African 
continent?

Question 2:
In reaching the 
Millennium 
Development Goals, 
what kind of progress 
has been made and 
where are we still 
falling short?

Question 3:
Why are cross-sector 
collaborations so 
critical in tackling 
the systemic issues
of poverty?

Question 4:
What can readers do 
to help advance this 
movement towards 
positive change on the 
continent?
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There are many reasons to 
invest, but perhaps the greatest is 
Africa’s enormous growth poten-
tial.  Africa’s vast oil and mineral 
reserves offer an opportunity to 
generate revenues for investment 
in health, education, roads, and 
power grids. If properly managed, 
this will help the global economy, 
where we are interlinked. What is 
good for Africa is good for the world.

The economies of most African 
countries are growing at a rate two 
to three times faster than west-
ern economies. Businesses have 
taken notice and are investing in 
markets across Africa. GE has posi-
tioned senior executives in the 
region, and our Foundation has 
been dedicated to improving the 
quality of healthcare on the conti-
nent for more than eight years.  

Africa has the world’s great-
est untapped potential in 
terms of human capacity and 
natural resources. Water access, 
healthcare, education and 
improved agriculture are among 
the basic needs necessary for sus-
tained development.

Progress towards some of the 
Millennium Development Goals 
has been encouraging.  For exam-
ple, in 2010 the world achieved the 
MDG of halving the number of peo-
ple living in poverty, mainly thanks 
to high growth in large countries 
such as Brazil, China and India.  
Despite these successes, more 
needs to be done to ensure that the 
MDGs are met by 2015.

MDGs crystallized what 
needed to be done and provided a 
roadmap with achievable targets. 
While some progress has been 
made, it is certainly not enough – 
especially in reducing infant mor-
tality and improving maternal 
health. Continued collaboration 
is needed to refocus the world on 
these goals in advance of the 2015 
target date.

We have made progress against 
the Millennium Development Goal 
to have the proportion of people by 
2015 without access to safe drink-
ing water. Between 1990 and 2010, 
over two billion people gained 
access to improved drinking water 
sources. We are behind on the goal 
to increase access to basic sanita-
tion, which is necessary to reduce 
water-borne disease.

We need  to come together to 
break the cycle of poverty. Targeted 
aid with the African government, 
support from private sector, and 
non-governmental organizations 
are all part of the solution. A coun-
try-led approach is critical to the 
success of agriculture programs in 
Africa, where local knowledge and 
solutions are vital for making agri-
culture and food security decisions.

No one sector can put an end 
to poverty. At GE Foundation, we 
focus on improving education and 
healthcare, which are necessary 
for a viable workforce. Broadly, we 
believe that business contributes 
to the growth of strong economies. 
Business needs to be a good corpo-
rate citizen by demanding sound 
governance and transparency to 
build sustainable growth.   

It is easy to launch a water project, 
but very difficult to sustain it over 
time. The challenge of providing 
safe water is too complex for any 
one sector or organization because 
it requires a broad range of exper-
tise and capability. Our goal must 
be to improve the coordination of 
available resources to more cost-
effectively meet the needs of the 
world’s poor.

We need to get the word out 
that effective, affordable solutions 
are saving lives and changing 
futures in Africa.  Learn the facts, 
and lend your voice to the move-
ment by joining ONE, a global 
advocacy and campaigning orga-
nization fighting extreme poverty, 
hunger, and preventable disease by 
raising public awareness to sup-
port smart, effective policies.

Everyone can help raise aware-
ness.  Ask your employer if they are 
doing anything in Africa and under-
stand your company’s footprint.  
Contribute to organizations that are 
doing good - be helpful with a hand 
up, not a hand out. Finally, take a 
vacation in Africa – the money you 
spend flows through the economy 
long after you return home with 
lifelong memories.

Change happens when many 
people take simple, small steps. 
And today, with the help of social 
media, one voice can help unify 
and mobilize millions. Readers can 
support not-for-profits and compa-
nies that are committed to making 
a difference to the people living in 
Africa. Donations of any size add 
up. And let your representatives in 
Washington know how you feel.

It’s a good time for investment 
in Africa. Over the years we’ve seen 
a major increase in foreign invest-
ment in infrastructure projects 
designed to move natural resources 
to world markets. Increased devel-
opment investment could take 
advantage of these new projects 
to open new worlds and access to 
markets never imagined by Africa’s 
rural poor.

Most of Africa continues to 
lag behind MDGs for sanitation. 
Inadequate numbers of latrine 
blocks encourage use of open 
defecation and “flying toilets.” 
Despite WHO’s recent decision 
to relax standards from 30 chil-
dren per unit to 50, most of Africa 
is nowhere near meeting those 
standards. 

It’s easy to see how all the pieces 
interact. Investments in food and 
nutrition improve health, which 
improves school attendance which 
creates a more skilled workforce. 
The problems Africa faces are too 
complex for any one player to 
change. Focus and coordination 
are the key to successfully applying 
capital, resources and strategies for 
stable, long-term growth in Africa.

To advance this movement 
towards positive change people sim-
ply have to use what they have inside 
of themselves — whether that’s their 
voice, their time, their experience or 
their expertise. We all have the abil-
ity to do something.  Feed The Chil-
dren wants to work with each per-
son’s unique gift to make an impact 
in Africa.

sowing the seeds of success 
■ Question: Have there been 
advancements in food security 
in africa, especially programs 
offering long-term, sustainable 
agricultural solutions?
■ Answer: Breakthroughs 
have been achieved by 
providing not only quick relief, 
but also avenues that will help 
africa sustain its own food 
resources.

Give a man a fish and he will eat for 
a day; teach a man to fish and he 
will eat for the rest of his life. 

In the spirit of that Chinese 
proverb, several government agen-
cies and private sector companies 
— including the Millennium Chal-
lenge Corporation (MCC), the U.S. 
Agency for International Develop-
ment, the Peace Corps and General 
Mills’ hunger fighting nonprofit, 
Partners in Food Solutions  — are 
working to eradicate food shortages 
in hard-hit African countries.  

By strengthening agricultural 
and rural economies, while promot-
ing reliable access to sufficient, safe 
and affordable food, Africa is allevi-
ating poverty and creating wealth.

Africa making strides
Progress has been made in Africa, 
but some regions still fall below 
acceptable standards and malnutri-

tion is as high as 35 percent in the 
sub-Saharan region. The continent 
still accounts for over a quarter 
of the world’s hungry population. 
That’s all changing thanks to the 
efforts of those in Africa in tandem 
with U.S. experts. 

The MCC, an independent U.S. 
foreign assistance agency, is at the 
forefront of the fight against pov-
erty. Created by the U.S. Congress 
in 2004, MCC knows that one size 
doesn’t fit all, according to Kath-
erine Farley, senior director for 
agriculture and land at MCC. “We 
select eligible countries based on 20 
indicators and we require countries 
to identify their own priorities for 
achieving economic growth and 
poverty reduction,” she said. 

To date, MCC has made food secu-
rity investments in 11 African coun-
tries, ranging from Mali to Mozam-
bique, with specific goals in mind. 
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The 1,000 days between 
pregnancy and a child’s sec-

ond birthday are the foundation 
for his or her entire life. If child is 
undernourished during this criti-
cal window, they can suffer irre-
versible mental and physical 
damage that can translate to a 
weakened immune system, mak-
ing her more susceptible to dis-
ease, and lower cognitive process-
ing abilities that limit her ability 
to learn and thrive. The effects go 
far beyond a child’s life. Malnour-
ished women are also more likely 
to give birth to underweight 
babies, highlighting the need to 
ensure that mothers have access 
to nutritious food both during 
pregnancy and while breastfeed-
ing. In countries where much of 
the population is stunted due to 
undernutrition, the reduced life-
time earnings could be responsi-
ble for the loss of about two to 
three percent of Gross Domestic 
Product every year. 

Q&A

Why is nutrition so 
crucial in the first few 
years of a child’s life?

MCC’s food security investments 
will result in 250,000 hectares 
under new or improved irrigation, 
227,000 farmers trained, $71 million 
agriculture or rural loans distrib-
uted, and 3,500 km of rural farm-to-
market roads completed. 

Transferring knowledge 
to Africa
“We help companies across Africa 
create healthier, locally produced 
foods,” said Jeff Dykstra, executive 
director of Partners in Food Solu-
tions, a non-profit organization 
founded by General Mills linking 
the technical and business exper-
tise of volunteer employees at Gen-
eral Mills, Cargill and DSM in collab-
oration with USAID to food proces-
sors in Africa. “It is the right thing to 
do.  These countries are our future, 
too.” Building the food infrastruc-
ture, he added, benefits everyone by 

increasing food security, employ-
ment and demand for local crops. 

Technology is at the heart of 
advancements in African food 
production. Partners in Food Solu-
tions, for example, can provide sup-
port to companies on the ground 
in Africa via telecommunications. 
“Our volunteer experts can share 
their expertise online with compa-
nies in very remote places in Africa. 
All of this wasn’t possible even a 
few years ago,” he said. Partners in 
Food Solutions, working with NGO 
partner TechnoServe and USAID, 
has worked with 36 food processors 
impacting more than 95,000 small-
holder farmers who support almost 
600,000 family members. 

An example of teamwork taking 
place is in Malawi where Partners 
in Food Solutions volunteers, work-
ing with the World Food Program, 
assisted local suppliers of corn soy 
blend in improving the quality 
and shelf life of a product serving 
more than one million Malawian 
school children each day. Partners 
in Food Solutions aims to broaden 
the program over the next five years 
to include as many as 10 corporate 
partners. 
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Pathfinder International has delivered vital 
reproductive health programs that expand 

opporunities for women, men, and young people 
in developing countries for more than 50 years.

www.pathfinder.org

Working for a world in which each person, every community and all 
generations live in justice, dignity and peace.
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a world of potential. a world without poverty. You can make it a reality. 
Put your Concern to work today.

www.concernusa.org
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